Studies on erythrocyte membrane. V. Haemolytic effect of methylsalicylate and its possible mechanism.
The haemolytic effect of methylsalicylate (MS) on human and sheep erythrocytes is reported for the first time to our knowledge. Human erythrocytes are more sensitive to this effect. Haemolysis is proportional to the concentration of methylsalicylate and the duration of incubation. Lowering of surface tension and the ensuing membrane damage appear to be the mechanism by which the haemolytic effect is produced.